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THE JANUARY SALES RIGHT UP YOUR STREET 

  
-Streetbank gives consumers easy access to essential household items- 

  
As British Shoppers set new records at the sales spending £4.3bn in just two days, savvy consumers 
are looking for new ways to shop. 
  
With the recession starting to hit households hard, heading to the high street to pick up household 
items that might only get used a few times is no longer a sensible or sustainable option for many 
consumers. 
  
Streetbank, a website that allows neighbours to borrow and share household items, has found that 
more and more consumers are choosing to borrow, rent or buy items collaboratively. 
  
This new collaborative consumption trend started with websites like Streetcar and Freecycle and 
was followed with concepts like Boris Bikes and the popularity of Clothes Swapping parties. In 2012 
Streetbank predicts that we will be borrowing and sharing with our neighbours, friends and 
communities like never before in order to save cash and economise. 
  
“As consumers start to really feel the pinch of the recession it’s no longer viable for people to go out 
and spend hundreds of pounds on a ladder or gardening equipment which they might only use once 
or twice a year – and that’s where Streetbank comes in. November and December have been two of 
our busiest months as people looked for cost effective ways of getting their homes ready for 
Christmas and we expect January to be even busier as neighbours seek to offload unwanted 
presents or add items to the site that they can share,” says Sam Stephens, founder of Streetbank. 
  
“It is crazy that the average drill is only used for 15 minutes in its entire lifetime yet that most UK 
homes own one, it makes far more sense to share it. Using sites like Streetbank and Whipcar, where 
you can share your neighbours household goods and even borrow their car, saves you money, is 
good for the environment and connects you to your community. George Osborne might not like it 
but we hope in 2012 that borrowing from your neighbours will be as normal as heading to the high 
street or shopping on line.” 

  
-Ends- 

  
For further press information or comment please contact Sam Stephens on sam@streetbank.com or 
at 020 7371 0313. 
  
Notes to Editor: 
  

 Streetbank.com was launched in April 2010 and now has over 10,000 members across the 
country. 

  The site allows users to see what items their neighbours will lend or give away, like a giant 
shared garden shed, toolkit, fancy dress chest and DVD library. 

  4,000 things have been shared through the site so far. At the smallest level we’ve seen 
people give away card board boxes and strawberry plants, at the most extravagant level 
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we’ve seen people  give away flat screen TVs and pianos. We’ve seen people lend ladders, 
power hoses, guide books and a variety of fancy dress outfits. We’ve also seen people baking 
bread, making pecan pies and giving away some old bottles of champagne that were 
unwanted after their owner went teetotal. 

  Streetbank is free to join and works all over the world - hotspots include postcodes and 
communities all over London, Brighton, Bristol and Leeds, and by typing in your postcode 
you can see exactly what is available in your area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


